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FARRANT, Arthur Russell                    
 

Sergeant, 240008 
5th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
formerly No.87, Suffolk Regiment 
formerly 6516, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Friday, 7th March 1919 
Died of Illness 
Cemetery: Haverhill 
Theatre of War: Balkans  
Aged 42 years 
 

Sergeant Arthur Russell Farrant, 
known as Mackay, was born on the 
5th October 1877 in Crown 
Passage, Haverhill to Samuel and 
Catherine Farrant, the oldest of 
their five children.  Catherine was 
also a Farrant being the daughter 
of John and Amelia Farrant.  Whilst 
living at Union Square, Arthur and 
his siblings tragically lost their 
mother in 1891 when he was only 
eleven years old. 
 
Arthur (pictured left) in the Rovers 
cup winning team 1906-7 
 
Arthur had been closely involved 
with the Volunteer and Territorial 
Forces since the formation of their 
local Company in the late 1800s 

and he left England in 1900 to serve in South Africa during the Boer War.  He was 
recognised to be an enthusiastic and reliable member of his Company and was the 
first volunteer for this campaign.  His popularity was demonstrated on his departure 
for South Africa – over two hundred people turned up to wave him off at the station 
and gave him a collection of ten shillings. He was overseas for a year and eighty two 
days on this occasion.   
 
On his return he married local woman, Rose Emma Turner in 1902 and they had one 
child, a daughter called Grace.  By 1911 Arthur was living with his family at 60 
Burton End and was employed as a strainer cloth weaver. 
 
A competent and respected sportsman in the local area, Arthur represented teams to 
a high level in both football and cricket.  He was one of the top players for a long 
period with the Haverhill Rovers Football Club, where he was the established half-
back in the team.  In a Suffolk Senior Cup Semi-Final game, played against Melton 
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at Bury St Edmunds, Arthur sustained a broken leg, which led to the premature end 
of his footballing career.  He had played for the club for 16 seasons and was a 
dedicated and popular player. 
 

 
Although he played most of his cricket for the Haverhill 2nd XI, for whom he headed 
the batting averages in at least one season, he also represented the town’s 1st XI 
and was known to be a useful and prodigious fielder.  
 
Arthur was mobilised on the outbreak of war with the 5th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment. 
In May 1915 the Battalion was posted to Watford, and on 30th July set sail for the 
Balkans, arriving at Sulva Bay, Gallipoli on 10th August.  The Battalion disembarked 
and immediately occupied the reserve trenches but they were there only a matter of 
hours before they were ordered to move forward under heavy fire.    
 

Following this initial action the 
battalion returned to the 
reserve trenches where they 
spent the rest of the month 
improving them, often under 
heavy mortar shelling. The war 

diary for 2nd September notes that “Great difficulty experienced in getting water to the 
Battalion which had to be manhandled in tins over three miles under shellfire if 
attempted by day. 
 
The Battalion was evacuated from Gallipoli to Egypt on 19th December but not before 
Arthur received a leg injury. They arrived at Alexandria after which they served in 
Egypt and Palestine.  
 
In 1917 Arthur was taken ill and having been diagnosed with cancer, was invalided 
from Alexandria to England aboard S.S. ‘Kalyan’, a P & O vessel that was used as a 
troop ship between Britain, Egypt and Salonika. Arthur lost his fight for life , aged 41 
years, on 7th March 1919 in hospital at St John’s Wood, London.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Arthur was a dependable and committed man and this was demonstrated in his 
military service and his sporting career.  He could always be relied upon to step up 
for the team and was described as ‘a worker to the end’.   
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Arthur was buried in Haverhill Cemetery and, as a 
final mark of the respect in which he was held, he 
was carried to his grave a by a bearer party of 
colleagues from the 5th Battalion, The Suffolk 
Regiment.   
 
 
 
Arthur is also remembered with honour on the 
Memorial plaque in the West End Congregational 
Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


